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Town of Shrewsbury - Board of Selectmen 
Richard D. Carney Municipal Office Building-Selectmen’s Meeting Room 

100 Maple Avenue 
Monday, November 8, 2004 at 7:00 PM 

 
Minutes 

 
Present: 
Bruce Card, Maurice DePalo, Thomas Fiore, Philip Hammond, John Lebeaux, and Daniel Morgado, Town Manager.  Mr. 
DePalo called the meeting to order at 7:07pm. 
 
Preliminaries: 
1. Approve bills, payrolls and warrant #0533 in the amount of $288,570.61, #0534 in the amount of $4,756,942.76, #535 

in the amount of $1,670,802.16, #0536 in the amount of $936,217.96, and #0538 in the amount of $1,316,183.16. 
2. Approve Minutes of October 18, 2004 and October 25, 2004.  Motion made, seconded and unanimously voted to 

approve. 
3. Announcements – Mr. DePalo announced that the influenza clinic is canceled due to the shortage of vaccine but the 

Board of Health will offer pneumonia vaccinations on Tuesday, November 9th from 9:00am to noon at the Senior 
Center for adults 65 and older and those with chronic illness.  If influenza vaccine becomes available a flu clinic will 
be re-scheduled later this year.  He also advised that Northeastern University is seeking retired engineers, scientists, 
physicians and others with science background to assist middle school teachers in Shrewsbury.  Training and 
materials will be provided.  Interested parties can contact the university at 888-742-2424 or check out the web site.  
Mr. Lebeaux reminded everyone that next Thursday in Veterans Day and the Board wished to recognize those who 
had served the country and those that are currently serving and in harms way.  Mr. DePalo announced that the 
dedication of the renovated Town Common and the Walk of Light took place last Thursday and in his remarks 
thanking all those who worked so hard on this project he forgot to mention Town Engineer Jack Perreault and he 
wanted to rectify his omission by thanking him as well.  

4. Town Manager’s Report – Nothing other than what is on the Agenda.   
 
Meetings: 
5. 7:30pm – Local Preference Policy.  Mr. Hammond reported that he and Mr. Card had met with representatives of the 

Shrewsbury Housing Authority last week to review the policy put together by Judi Barrett.  He reported that 
applicants for local preference will be determined by use of a weighted selection criteria based on four categories.  For 
example, a resident of the Town would have 50 points assigned and if also a Town employee (current or retired) 25 
additional points would be added resulting in a total of 75 points.  In addition to the Town resident and employee 
criteria there two others, immediate relative of Town resident and employee of a Shrewsbury business.  If a person is 
on the list and refuses housing they would not be taken off the list.  Their name would then be put at the bottom of the 
list.  SHA would administer and handle the re-certifications of those living in these projects.  Mr. Morgado 
recommended that the policy be reviewed by AvalonBay in concert with the Housing Authority to work out logistical 
matters before moving forward to public hearing.  The Board instructed that Mr. Morgado proceed along this line. 

 
Public Hearings: 
6. 7:00pm – Tax Classification.  Assessor Bob Ellia and Board of Assessor members Jim Kane and Chris Reidy were 

present.  Mr. DePalo asked Mr. Ellia to briefly go through each tax structure.  Mr. Ellia reviewed the four tax 
classifications: single tax rate, open space discount, commercial/industrial/personal property (C.I.P.) and residential 
exemption and what the result to the town would be for each one of these classifications.   Shrewsbury adopted a 
single tax rate last year and Mr. Ellia recommended the same course of action for 2005 which would result in a tax 
rate of $9.74 per $1,000 of assessed value.   After a discussion the hearing was opened to the public.  As there were no 
further questions or comments following a question from Christopher Kirk, motion was made, seconded and 
unanimously voted to close the hearing.  Mr. Lebeaux moved to establish a single tax rate factor of one.  Motion was 
seconded and unanimously approved.  Motion was made, seconded and unanimously voted not to offer a discount on 
open space.  Motion was made, seconded and unanimously voted not to adopt a residential exemption.  Motion was 
made seconded and unanimously voted not to adopt the small commercial exemption in setting the tax rate. Mr. 
DePalo thanked Mr. Ellia and the Board of Assessors on behalf of the Board.                           

7. 7:45pm – MSC Skatepark, 590 Lake Street, Jesse Dane, owner, Automatic Amusement Devices License, Billiards 
License and Weekly & Sunday Entertainment License.  Hours of operation: Sunday-Thursday 12:00 noon to 9:00pm, 
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Friday-Saturday 12:00 noon to 12:00 midnight.  Jesse Dane was present and stated that he would like to withdraw the 
portion of his application relating to live entertainment.  The Board approved his request.  Mr. Dane said that 
operation and hours of the business would remain the same as it had been under the previous owner.  He was asking 
the Board to approve licenses for a juke box and video game and a billiard table.  Mr. DePalo stated that department 
head and CORI reports were favorable and opened the hearing to the public.  As there was no public comment, 
motion was made, seconded and unanimously voted to close the hearing.  Motion was made to approve the 
application for two automatic amusement devices for MSC Skatepark, 590 Lake Street, for the hours as stated in the 
application.  Motion was seconded and unanimously voted.  Motion was made to approve the application for one 
billiard table for MSC Skatepark, 590 Lake Street, for the hours as stated in the application.  Motion was seconded 
and unanimously voted. 

 
Old Business:   
8. Selectmen’s Mtg. Schedule–First Half of 2005.  Motion made, seconded and unanimously voted to approve schedule. 

 
8a. 52 Holden Street.  To be discussed in Executive Session. 
 
New Business: 
9. Street Lights-Arrowwood Drive.  Request for lighting on this street was received and acted on last August. Residents 

would like additional street lights installed on unlit portion of the road.  Forward to Light Dept. for recommendation. 
10. Signal Agreement – Cherry Street Connector.  Agreement signed at October 25th meeting. 
11. 2005 License Renewals – Class 1, 2, 3, Common Victualler’s, Alcoholic Beverages, Misc. Renewals such as Lord’s 

Day, Livery, Bowling Alley, Billiards, Weekly/Sunday Entertainment, Antique Dealers, Auctioneers, Automatic 
Amusements and Movie Screen.  Licenses not to be issued unless paid in full.  Mr. Fiore asked that Class 1, 2, 3 be 
voted separately so as to avoid appearance of conflicts of interest as he holds a Class 2 license.  Motion was made to 
approve renewal of Alcoholic Beverages Licenses pending payment of fee and confirmation that tax status is in order 
prior to issuance.  Motion was seconded and unanimously voted.  Motion was made to approve renewal of Class 1, 2, 
3 licenses under conditions as previously stated.  Motion seconded and approved with four in favor and Mr. Fiore 
abstaining.  Motion was made to approve renewal of Common Victualler’s licenses under conditions as previously 
stated.  Motion was seconded and unanimously voted.  Motion was made to approve renewal of Miscellaneous 
licenses under conditions as previously stated.  Motion was seconded and unanimously voted.   

12. Early closing Town Hall December 24, 2004 at 12:00 noon. Motion was made, seconded and unanimously voted. 
13. St. Mary’s Syrian Orthodox Church, 1 Industrial Drive. One Day All Alcohol License for Building Fund Raiser, 

Saturday, November 13, 2004, 6:00pm to 12:00 midnight.  Motrin was made, seconded and unanimously voted to 
approve the application as stated. 

14. Appoint new member to ZBA. Mr. DePalo advised that due to a state law applying to administrative law judges, 
Bridget Murphy had resigned from the ZBA.   After a short discussion motion was made to appoint Alfred Confalone 
as a full member of the ZBA to fill the unexpired term of Bridget Murphy, ending March 31, 2005.  Motion was 
seconded and unanimously approved.  Appointment to fill Mr. Confalone’s unexpired term as an Associate ZBA 
member will be made at the November 22nd meeting. 

15. Struck Catering, 130 Hamilton Street, Worcester, MA.  One Day All Alcohol License for event at Hoagland Pincus-
Conference Center, 222 Maple Ave., Saturday, November 20, 2004 from 3:00pm to 10:00pm.  Motrin was made, 
seconded and voted four in favor with Mr. Card abstaining to approve the application as stated. 

16. Request from Hartford Realty Trust, J.J. Farrell, Inc. and Paul F. Vincequere for Article on Annual Town Meeting 
Warrant regarding rezoning of land on Rte. 20.  Motion was made to forward to Planning Board for processing.  
Motion was seconded and unanimously voted.  Advise petitioners that ten signatures are required in order to include 
on Annual Town Meeting Warrant. 

 
Executive Session: 
17. Collective bargaining, value of real property and pending litigation.  Motion was made, seconded, and unanimously 

voted to adjourn into executive session at 8:25pm and not to reconvene for the purpose of discussing value of real 
property. The Board was polled, Mr. Fiore, yes, Mr. Hammond, yes, Mr. Card, yes, Mr. Lebeaux, yes and Mr. 
DePalo, yes.  

 
Communications: 
18. Noted copy mailed: Planning Board Meeting Agenda, 11/4/04. 
19. Noted copy mailed: Conservation Commission Agenda, 10/19/04. 
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20. Noted copy mailed: ZBA Hearing Minutes, 9/14/04, Patty & Ashraf Shaker, 63 Francis Street. 
21. Noted copy mailed: ZBA Hearing Minutes, 9/14/04, Kevin & Maureen Jarvis, 2 Silver Gate Circle. 
22. Noted copy mailed: ZBA Hearing Minutes, 9/14/04, Scott Robinson, 17 Grove Street 
23. Noted copy mailed: ZBA Hearing Minutes, 9/14/04, George & Lindsay Germanos, 6 Redwood Lane. 
24. Noted copy mailed: ZBA Hearing Minutes, 9/14/04, Donald & Sandra Hooper, 19 Main Circle. 
25. Noted copy mailed: ZBA Hearing Minutes, 9/14/04, Robin Houde, 211 So. Quinsigamond Avenue. 
26. Noted copy mailed: ZBA Hearing Minutes, 9/14/04, Timothy Walsh, 7 Rockwell Drive. 
27. Noted copy mailed: ZBA Hearing Minutes, 9/14/04, Paul & Kathleen Fournier, 8 Ashwood Circle. 
28. Noted copy mailed: Notice of Next MBTA Advisory Board Meeting. 
29. Noted copy mailed: Shrewsbury Electric & Cable Operations Commission Meeting Minutes, 9/13/04. 
30. Noted copy mailed:  Mr. Morgado’s response to request by Anthony Trotto to purchase Town owned land.  Mr. 

Morgado will meet with Mr. Trotto. 
31. Noted copy mailed: Notice from ARC re: The State of the Workforce. Mr. Hammond will attend and forward 

material to Town Engineer Jack Perreault. 
32. Noted copy mailed: Letter from Rep. Polito to DMH re Glavin Center land. Major portion of land is zoned industrial 

the northern portion is not.  Rep. Polito would like DMH to retain control of northern portion regarding development.  
33. Noted copy mailed: School Committee Meeting Minutes, 9/22/04 and 10/13/04. 
34. Noted copy mailed: CMRPC 2004 Regional Traffic Count Summaries.  Check to determine of Cherry Street count is 

included. 
35. Noted copy mailed: Notice from Baystate Roads Program re Walter Castagna achieving the rank of Roads Scholar.  

Mr. Morgado will send congratulatory note. 
36. Noted copy mailed: MBTA Meeting Reminder, Agenda & Materials for the Next Advisory Board Meeting. 
37. Noted copy mailed: Press Release from D.A. Conte re Nine Month Statistics for Calendar Year 2004. 
38. Noted copy mailed: Memo from Mr. Morgado re Mr. & Mrs. Daly. 
39. Noted copy mailed: School Committee Meeting Agenda. 11/3/04. 
40. Noted copy mailed: Announcement from Mass. Recreation & Parks Assoc. of selection of Shrewsbury Electric Light 

& Cable Company as recipient of “Special Citation Award”. 
41. Noted copy mailed: Request from Angela DiTerlizzi and surrounding neighbors of Grace Avenue for installation of 

stop sign at Kinglet Drive and Grace Avenue. Forward to Chief Sampson for recommendation.   
42. Noted copy mailed: Notification from Atty. George E. Pember re MGL Chapter 61A, Sec. 14 – 10 acres of land on 

Green Street.  To be discussed in Executive Session.  
43. Noted copy mailed: Mass. Dept. of Revenue Deputy Commissioner re timely tax rate setting by communities. 
44. Noted copy mailed: Letter from CMRPC re community projections for central & southern Worcester County. 
45. Noted copy mailed: Memo from T. R. Josie re CATV Service Changes.  Premium service will be digital in March.  

Free digital available until April to those who subscribe now.  High speed services upgraded - no additional charge.  
46. Noted copy mailed: ZBA Hearing Agenda, 11/23/04. 
47. Noted copy mailed; COA Meeting Minutes 8/11/04 and 9/8/04. 
48. Noted copy mailed: Mass.Dept.of Revenue Bulletin 2004-20B-Tax Rate & Budget Impact of School Bldg. Payments. 
49. Noted copy mailed: Memo from Treasurer Carolyn Marcotte re On-line Payments.  Ms. Marcotte would like to come 

in to discuss with the Board. 
50. Noted copy mailed: Notice from Dept. of Housing & Community Development re FY2005 Mass. Community 

Development Block Grant Program Housing Development Support Program. (on file in office) 
51. Noted copy mailed: ZBA Hearing Minutes, 10/26/04, Heritage Home Carpentry, 235 Cherry Street. 
 
Motion was made, seconded, and unanimously voted to adjourn into executive session at 8:25pm not to reconvene for the 
purpose of discussing value of real property.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Janice C. McCoy 
Secretary 
 
 


